
July 06/07, 2019 • Page 1

Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 66:10-14 
Rejoice, Jerusalem, be glad for her, 
all you who love her! Rejoice, rejoice 
for her, all you who mourned her!
That you may be suckled, filled, 
from her consoling breast, that you 
may savour with delight her glorious 
breasts.
For thus says the Lord: 
Now towards her I send flowing 
peace, like a river, and like a stream 
in spate the glory of the nations.
At her breast will her nurslings be 
carried and fondled in her lap. Like a 
son comforted by his mother will I 
comfort you. And by Jerusalem you 
will be comforted.
At the sight your heart will rejoice,
and your bones flourish like the 
grass. To his servants the Lord will 
reveal his hand.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 65:1-7, 16, 20
Let all the earth cry out to God with 
joy.

SECOND READING
Galatians 6:14-18
The only thing I can boast about is 

the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom the world is crucified 
to me, and I to the world. It does not 
matter if a person is circumcised or 
not; what matters is for him to 
become an altogether new creature. 
Peace and mercy to all who follow 
this rule, who form the Israel of 
God.
  

I want no more trouble from 
anybody after this; the marks on my 
body are those of Jesus. The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit, my brothers. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Col 3:15,16
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ reign in 
your hearts, and the fullness of his 
message live within you.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20
The Lord appointed seventy-two 
others and sent them out ahead of 
him, in pairs, to all the towns and 
places he himself was to visit. He 
said to them, ‘The harvest is rich but 
the labourers are few, so ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send labourers 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Selva Raj (A/Priest - 8382 1717; 
selvarajpani@gmail.com)
Fr Jack Otto (A/Priest - 8382 1717;
0447 469 065; jacksjob@tpg.com.au)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd Sunday - 2.30pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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AN IMPORTANT NEW BOOK
Each year, I write a column sharing 
with readers the title and a brief 
synopsis of the ten books that 
touched me most that year. 
Occasionally, however, I judge a 
book to be exceptional enough to 
merit its own column. Robert 
Ellsberg’s new book, A Living 
Gospel – Reading God’s Story in 
Holy Lives, is such a book.

Robert Ellsberg is the publisher and 
editor-in-chief of Orbis Books and in 
that role has shepherded into print 
some of the more challenging 
spiritual writings of our generation. 
Among others things, he has edited 
the selected writings, diaries, and 
letters of Dorothy Day (whom he 
had the privilege of being in 
community with during the last five 
years of her life). But beyond 
publishing the thoughts of others, 
Ellsberg has himself, quietly, 
produced a huge treasury of writings 
on the lives of the saints. He has 
three major books on the lives of the 
saints (All Saints; The Saints’ Guide 
to Happiness; and Blessed Among 
Women) and, each day, writes an 
account of the life of a saint for the 
booklet, Give Us This Day.

Ellsberg is what’s technically termed 
a hagiographer, namely, someone 
who writes up the lives of various 
saints so that they may serve as 
inspirations for the rest of us. 
Anyone familiar with the history of 
Christian spirituality knows how 
important this has been. The Gospels 
themselves are, in a manner of 
speaking, hagiography, the life of 
Jesus written up for our inspiration 
and imitation.  Then, in the early 
church, we have the lives of the 
martyrs and after that a parade of 
saints through medieval and modern 
times down to our own age. We’ve 
always been told the stories of the 
saints.

Many of us, I suspect, are familiar 

with Alban Butler’s classic, four-
volume series, Lives of the Saints. 
These famous mini-biographies were 
published 200 years ago but they 
employed the literary genre of the 
time apposite to writing up the lives 
of saints. That genre, hagiography, 
on principle, distorted somewhat the 
literal reality so as to highlight 
essence and this often left the reader 
with the impression that the saints 
being described were devoid of 
normal human weakness and 
limitation. Our age no longer 
understands this and so a new kind 
of hagiography is needed, one that 
brings out essence without 
sacrificing the literal facts. Robert 
Ellsberg is that new kind of 
hagiographer and we need such 
hagiography today.

When I was young, the lives of the 
saints were one of the major ways 
within which spirituality was taught. 
We each had a patron saint, every 
city had a patron saint, every parish 
had a patron saint, we all read the 
lives of the saints and were inspired 
to higher ideals by the likes of saints 
such as Tarcisius, stoned to death for 
protecting the Blessed Sacrament; 
Marie Goretti, willing to die rather 
than sacrifice her personal integrity; 
St. George, who by the power of 
faith could slay dragons; and St. 
Christopher, whose providential eye 
could you keep you safe while 
traveling.

Of course, looking back, one can see 
now where those who wrote up these 
stories often took liberties with 
historical fact to highlight essence. 
Indeed, both St. George and St. 
Christopher are now relegated more 
to the realm of fable than fact.  No 
matter, their stories, like those of the 
other saints we read, lifted our eyes a 
little higher, put a bit more courage 
in our hearts, gave us real life 
examples of Christian discipleship, 
and helped fix our eyes on what’s 
more noble.

Today we have a different version of 
the lives of the saints. The rich, 
famous, and successful have 
effectively replaced the saints of old. 
Butler’s Lives of the Saints has been 
replaced by People Magazine, 
biographies, television programs, 
and websites that picture and detail 
for us the lives of the rich and the 
famous. And these lives, 
notwithstanding the goodness you 
often see there, don’t exactly focus 
our eyes and hearts in the same 
direction as do the lives of Tarcisius, 
Marie Goretti, St. George, or St. 
Christopher.  In a culture which 
deifies celebrity, we need some 
different celebrities to envy. Robert 
Ellsberg is pointing them out.

In this book, among other things, 
Ellsberg chronicles the lives of four 
contemporary “saints”, Dorothy Day, 
Thomas Merton, Henri Nouwen, and 
Charles de Foucault (none of whom 
are yet canonized or might ever be.)  
But, their lives, he believes, can help 
us define what following Jesus might 
mean inside the complexities of our 
own generation.

And this is true too for the Church as 
a whole. Commenting on the life of 
Charles de Foucauld, Ellsberg 
writes: “In an age when Christianity 
is no longer synonymous with the 
outreach of Western civilization and 
colonial power, the witness of 
Foucauld – poor, unarmed, stripped 
of everything, relying on no greater 
authority than the power of love – 
may well represent the future of the 
church, a church rooted in the 
memory of its origins and of its poor 
founder.”

The saints have something for 
everyone!

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com 
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty newspapers 
worldwide.

!
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• All baptised people are called to be 
a part of this missionary activity of 
the church. 

EXPLORING THE WORD
At the very end of Luke’s Gospel, 
Jesus’ final instruction to the 
disciples is to proclaim the Good 
News to all the nations (Luke 24:47). 
In today’s text, it is almost as if Jesus 
is throwing them into the deep end! 
They are sent out on their first 
missionary assignment as raw 
recruits, with little to help them, but 
the lessons they learn here will be 
greatly needed later. Whatever they 
seek to achieve in Jesus’ name, they 
are given the assistance they need. 
Jesus, however, reminds them that 
the crucial factor is not that they are 
powerful or that they are successful. 
What really matters is that they are 
doing the will of God, in Jesus’ name, 
and this is the reason for their 
ultimate salvation.

MAKING CONNECTIONS
At this early stage of the gospel, the 
disciples are hardly formed yet for 
the task they are given. Have you 
ever been given a job to do that set 
you on a ‘steep learning curve’? 
 

• Offer the gift of hospitality to 
someone this week. Make them 
welcome and give something of ‘the 
peace of Christ’ to them.
 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(08 - 14 July)

• Monday, 8: Weekday, Ord Time 14 
(Gen 28:10-22; Mt 9:18-26) 

• Tuesday, 9: Weekday, Ord Time 14 
(Gen 32:223-33; Mt 9:32-38)

• Wednesday, 10: Weekday, Ord 
Time 14 (Gen 41:55-57, 42:5-7, 
17-24; Mt 20:1-7) 

• Thursday, 11: St Benedict (Gen 
44:18-21, 23-29, 45:1-5; Mt 
10:7-15)

• Friday, 12: Weekday, Ord Time 14 
(Gen 46:1-7, 28-30; Mt 10:16-23) 

• Saturday, 13: Weekday, Ord Time 
14 (Gen 49:29-33; 50:15-26; Mt 
10:24-33)

• Sunday 14: 15th  Sunday in 
Ordinary Time (Deut 3-0:10-14; 
Col 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37) 

REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.15am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd Sunday 2.30pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.00am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am
1st Friday Benediction following Mass

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

to his harvest. Start off now, but 
remember, I am sending you out like 
lambs among wolves. Carry no 
purse, no haversack, no sandals. 
Salute no one on the road.
  

‘Whatever house you go into, let 
your first words be, “Peace to this 
house!” And if a man of peace lives 
there, your peace will go and rest on 
him; if not, it will come back to you. 
Stay in the same house, taking what 
food and drink they have to offer, for 
the labourer deserves his wages; do 
not move from house to house.
  

‘Whenever you go into a town where 
they make you welcome, eat what is 
set before you. Cure those in it who 
are sick, and say, “The kingdom of 
God is very near to you.” But 
whenever you enter a town and they 
do not make you welcome, go out 
into its streets and say, “We wipe off 
the very dust of your town that 
clings to our feet, and leave it with 
you. Yet be sure of this: the kingdom 
of God is very near.” I tell you, on 
that day it will not go as hard with 
Sodom as with that town.’
  

The seventy-two came back 
rejoicing. ‘Lord,’ they said ‘even the 
devils submit to us when we use 
your name.’ He said to them, ‘I 
watched Satan fall like lightning 
from heaven. Yes, I have given you 
power to tread underfoot serpents 
and scorpions and the whole strength 
of the enemy; nothing shall ever hurt 
you. Yet do not rejoice that the 
spirits submit to you; rejoice rather 
that your names are written in 
heaven.’

DID YOU KNOW?
• The image of the vineyard is often 

used in the Old Testament as an 
image of God’s people. They must 
be tended to and cultivated well so 
that the harvest is a rich one. 

• The church has always understood 
its main function to be one of 
announcing the Gospel to others. 
This is the mission of the church, 
and the work is carried out by 
missionaries. 
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PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).


